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As a soloist she made many recordings for radio broadcasts; she sang at civic 
functions, weddings, musical mornings and concerts. A highlight in her singing career 
was in 1949, when she took one of the solo parts in the Philharmonic Society's 
production of Handel' s Messiah. 

Although Eva's singing occupied much ofher time, she was active in many other 
areas. She was a founder member of the Metropolitan Methodist Church Evening 
Women's Auxiliary and was elected its first president and was also a member of the 
Chapel Bible Study group. 

Those of us who were privileged to have been her colleagues in both the 'old' and 
the 'new' Natal Society Library will remember with pleasure and affectionate 
admiration her many qualities, not the least of which was her unfailing sense of 
humour and her gracious acceptance oflife's misfortunes. 

In The Natal Witness of 4th June 1983, Angus Rose as 'Columnist at large' 
referring to her sixty years service wrote: 'Miss L.E. Dudley has worked for the Natal 
Society Library since before many of us were born. She is retiring ... after a career 
which has witnessed countless changes in the world of books ... I can but applaud 
Miss Dudley's devotion and tenacity and wish her well for her active retirement.' 

Eva died at the age of 89 on 11 October 1996. 

JENNY LANCASTER 

JUNE FARRER 

J.A. V Fairbrother 1907-1996 


Professor John Fairbrother, a former Head of the Physics Department (Durban and 
Pietermaritzburg) in the University of Natal, Dean of the Science Faculty in both 
centres and Professor Emeritus, died recently in Howick at the age of 89. He leaves 
his wife Mildred after 65 years of married life and three married sons, Michael and 
Barry living in Johannesburg, Christopher in Canada. 

Born in England, in fact within the soun'd ofBow bells in London, which reputedly 
made him a Cockney, Fairbrother received his university education in Reading. In 
his doctorate, completed in 1929 at the early age of22, he investigated the ionizing 
effects of X-rays. During subsequent employment in British industry for ten years he 
developed a healthy but good-humoured disrespect for industrial integrity at the time. 
Many years later in South Africa, after an arranged meeting with a wealthy 
industrialist, he remarked without rancour to a friend 'I wouldn't demean myself by 
becoming a millionaire'. His X-ray interests were continued when he was appointed 
to the Medical Research Council in London to compare the therapeutic effects of 
X-rays and gamma-rays from radium. In 1942 he joined Sir Francis Simon's team in 
Oxford, working both there and at the Atomic Energy Research Establishment at 
Harwell on that most 'hush-hush' ofmi litary projects - the separation of the uranium 
isotopes for a nuclear bomb. As dreadful a weapon as this is, and Fairbrother knew 
it to be, he also saw nuclear fusion as the hope of a new society, bringing clean and 
cheap energy without the pollution and the degrading work, as it then was, of coal 
mining. But, in his own words, 'The scientist showed its benefits, the politicians 
turned it to something evil'. Fairbrother's experimental research during these years 
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has been recorded in a recent biography of Paul Dirac, the eminent Cambridge 
theoretical physicist and Nobel Laureate. 

In 1948 Fairbrother and his family emigrated to South Africa where he had been 
appointed Senior Lecturer in the Physics Department in Pietern1aritzburg. Here, after 
the difficult years of the war and its aftermath he built up an active Department, 
producing excellently qualified graduates and researchers, of whom he was 
personally very proud. Many carved themselves successful careers in South Africa 
and abroad, reflecting the love and enthusiasm for their subject which he had instilled. 
To his students he was spell-binding. The richness of his personality showed itself in 
lecture room and laboratory: his simple manner and delightful humour, colourful 
presentations with unusual analogies to simplify difficult concepts, even poetry, 
music and singing used to the same end. Strategic silences allowed some pearl of 
physics to sink in, while his blue eyes sparkled at the class through his glasses. His 
students revered him and would surely be pleased to know that the University has 
kept his name alive through calling its largest Physics laboratory after him. On his 
retirement in 1967 he took up a Physics post at the University of Waterloo in Canada, 
returning to this country after 5 years. Here his zest for lecturing was put to good use 
by the Universities of Natal, Transkei and Zululand. 

Fairbrother had a love of art and a talent for it which came through to his three 
sons. His friends delighted in his company - a man sensitive to people and their 
concerns and interests, open and transparent to others, without a trace of guile, and 
accordingly able to see through sham and laugh at it. With his deeply enquiring mind 
he sought answers through science, philosophy and religion. As he wrestled with 
faith, he once prayed that he would be touched by the hand of God. His friends know 
that he was. 

ROGERRAAB 

(By courtesy of The Sunday Times) 

Darrell Dickon Hall 1928 -1996 

Darrell Hall was born in Johannesburg and attended school at Highbury and 
M ichaelhouse. 

He realised a boyhood ambition when, in 1946, he joined the British army. He 
became a Junior Under Officer in the Waterloo Company at Sandhurst, then 
volunteered for the parachute course, which he passed with flying colours, and joined 
the 33 Para Field Regiment. He was involved in many of the parachute brigade's 
visits to the Middle East, and being a keen (and outstanding) photographer, he 
produced some brilliant photographic and cine records of his experiences. His 
expertise was recognised by his commanding officer who 'volunteered' him on one 
occasion to entertain none other than King Hussein with a photographic presentation. 

Darrell travelled extensively with the British army and saw active service in the 
Suez Canal and Borneo. Having served with the Royal Artillery in the Royal Marine 
Commando, and also in the Parachute Brigade, he must have been one of the few 
officers able to wear both the red and green berets. He later became an assistant attache 
in Vietnam, and then 2 IIC of the Commando Regiment, serving in Singapore. He 
retired from the British army in 1968 and returned to South Africa to join the family 
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